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It’s good to be back with you this morning.  I’ve been healing from my two surgeries – but it’s been more painful than they said it would be, and it’s taking longer for the pain to diminish than they said it would.  Those liars.  OR maybe I’m just a baby.  Please put a note on your Connection Card and let the office know which of these two options you think is more likely, and next Sunday I’ll let you know the results.

But seriously, I get why they have to be on the down-low about the pain, because if they didn’t, everybody would be willing to suffer without the surgery for years and years.  But praise the Lord for doctors, for the Providence Newberg Medical Center, and for painkillers.

This morning we’re heading back into our study of MARK, and we’ll pick up where we left off a couple of weeks ago now, in the middle of MARK 2 and we’ll continue on into about the middle of MARK 3 … thirty-one verses in all.  Here’s an overview of the six truths we’re going to learn about Jesus Christ and about ourselves this morning.  Each of them tells us something different about who Jesus Christ is and how He wants us to know Him, and relate to Him … and how He calls us to surrender to Him and invite Him to shepherd us through life … 

1. JESUS CHRIST IS A RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER
2. JESUS CHRIST IS AN UNCONDITIONAL-LOVER
3. JESUS CHRIST IS A PARADIGM-SHIFTER
4. JESUS CHRIST IS A GRACIOUS-HEALER 
5. JESUS CHRIST IS A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
6. JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ROLE-MODEL 

Which one of these truths, or maybe more than one of these truths about who Jesus Christ, and about the life He calls us to does God want you to pay close attention to, and learn more about this morning?  I want to ask you a question that you’ve heard me ask you before … and I want you to know that I’m not asking it again because I can’t remember whether or not I’ve asked it before, but rather, because the best questions bear repeating, especially ones we’re afraid of answering honestly.

If Christianity was illegal and you were arrested for being a follower of Jesus Christ, would there be enough evidence to convict you?

As people seeking to become more like Jesus Christ, God calls us to live lives that are defined by the twin-priorities and the twin-practices of AUTHENTIC WORSHIP and AUTHENTIC MINISTRY.  Again, you’ve heard me talk about this truth before, but because we’re human and because we best learn the things we ponder on and immerse ourselves into, let me share with you a little more about these beautiful twin-priorities and practices God calls us to as His followers …

AUTHENITIC WORSHIP … prayer, meditation, spending time reading, studying, and internalizing God’s Word, fellowship with other followers of Jesus Christ, fasting, and participating in other classic Christian disciplines.

AUTHENTIC MINISTRY … serving, preaching, teaching, and actively living out the truths of God’s Word we’ve studied and internalized in the words and in the deeds of the day-to-day, moment-by-moment circumstances of our lives.

Living into the gravitational pull of AUTHENTIC WORSHIP propels us OUT into the gravitational pull of AUTHENTIC MINISTRY.  It’s like high tide and low tide, with the waters of AUTHENTIC WORSHIP and AUTHENTIC MINISTRY rhythmically advancing and receding in ways that reflect the God-rooted-balance of these twin-priorities and these twin-practices … as evidenced in the examples we see in all four of the Gospels of how Jesus Christ lived His life.  Do you see it?
Jesus Christ calls out to you and me as His followers to participate in spiritual practices and in spiritual disciplines because we love God, NOT BECAUSE we’re trying to convince God to love us.  GOD ALREADY LOVES US.  And as followers of Christ, it’s absolutely critical that we understand the distinctions between AUTHENTIC WORSHIP and AUTHENTIC MINISTRY because what we know about them, believe about them, and then do about what we believe about them, will result in very real differences in how we live out our faith.  Open your Bibles to MARK 2:13-14 and let’s begin …

1. JESUS CHRIST IS A RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER … Jesus invites Levi [Matthew] to become His disciple.

This is the same invitation Jesus gives to you and me today.

MARK 2:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 And He went out again by the seashore; and all the people were coming to Him, and He was teaching them.
14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me!”  And he got up and followed Him.

The sea Jesus was by here, is called three different names in the Gospels … the Sea of Galilee (Hebrew), Lake Gennesaret (Aramaic), and Lake Tiberias (Arabic).  And just like the Sea of Galilee has more than one name, Levi is the second name of Matthew – the same disciple who would eventually write the Gospel of Matthew.  It was common for Jews to be referred to by more than one name – even though it makes it a little more difficult for us, 2,000 years later to keep track of who is being talked about … whether it’s a person or a lake.  For instance there are at least seven different Mary’s named in The New Testament.
Remember, from our study a couple of weeks ago now in MARK 2, that Jesus was now in Capernaum, a city on the NW corner of the Sea of Galilee.  Capernaum was the home to brothers Peter and Andrew, and to other disciples, and it would become the northern home base for Jesus during His three years of public ministry – the way that Jerusalem would become His southern home base.

Levi was a tax collector — he collected money for their dreaded oppressors, the Romans … and because of this profession, he was despised by his fellow Jews.  But remember, JESUS IS A RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER who doesn’t label people, seeing some as ACCEPTABLE, and some as NOT ACCEPTABLE.  How many of you are thankful for this characteristic of Jesus Christ?  JESUS IS A RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER, and so, Levi’s occupation didn’t make Jesus second-guess His leading to call out to Him, and invite Him to follow Him.  Because friends, Jesus specializes in using the despised and the rejected — people just like you and like me.

Like the other disciples when they were called, Levi no doubt knew of Jesus before this day when Jesus calls him, and even then, he immediately leaves his tax booth and follows Jesus.  The Gospel of Luke tells us in LUKE 5:28 that Levi left everything in his life when he began to follow Jesus … that he burned all of his bridges, because he knew that he’d never be able to get his job back working for Herod Antipas and Rome.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

When we become Christians we need to have a clean break and leave our life of sin behind us.  We need to be “in the world” so we can tell others who aren’t yet in relationship with Jesus Christ about Him, but we can no longer “let the world, or the culture of the world” set the standard for how we live, what we value, who we are, what we say, or what we do.

Here in v. 13 we read that Jesus was teaching.  Let me make a distinction about the difference between teaching and preaching as they’re discussed and illustrated throughout The New Testament.  Jesus did both teaching and preaching, and so both are valuable and needed.  But here are the main difference between the two …

Preaching is about proclaiming the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ to people who aren’t yet in a relationship with God.  Preaching is EVANGELISM and is done so that people can hear the message of the Gospel, respond to it, surrender to it, and come into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Without preaching no one would hear.  I do some preaching in what I do here on Sunday mornings, but because I am gifted and called as a pastor-teacher, I do more teaching.

Teaching is about feeding and maturing the flock.  Teaching is DISCIPLESHIP, and it’s primarily done using God’s Word to instruct, train, correct, and prepare followers of Jesus Christ, so that they might mature, grow up, and become complete in their relationship with God.  Without teaching, no one in the flock would grow and mature in their faith.

Now in MARK 2:15-17 we come to the second characteristic about Jesus Christ in this passage – that JESUS CHRIST IS AN UNCONDITIONAL LOVER …

2. JESUS CHRIST THE UNCONDITIONAL LOVER … Jesus hangs with people whom the religious people describe as “spiritual losers.”

Who are we hanging out with?  Who/what do we value?

MARK 2:15-17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

15 And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they were following Him.
16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to His disciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?”
17 And hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

It’s so easy to put labels onto people.  If we can categorize them – then it’s easier to justify LOVING THEM, NOT LOVING THEM, or at the very least, IGNORING THEM.  But do you see what Jesus did here?  Jesus met Levi where he was at, invited him into a relationship with Him, and then connected with the people in Levi’s world, helping them to dispel some of the misconceptions they no doubt had about God, about redemption, and about what it means to unconditionally love people where they’re at, but love them enough to not want to let them stay that way.

Jesus was known for eating and sharing His life, with people the religious leaders of the day had categorized and marginalized as “sinners.”  Look at the first twelve disciples and you’ll see people from all walks of life who probably would have had a hard time having a polite conversation with each other around the dinner table.  They probably would have disagreed on most of the important issues of the day, and yet Jesus brought them together and taught them to live their lives following Him.  And Jesus didn't just limit His time to these first twelve disciples either.  He spent time with other “disreputable sinners.”

It makes me wonder if you and me as the people who make up the church today consistently reflect this aspect of Jesus?  When was the last time you intentionally, ate dinner with somebody who at first seemed unrepentant, disagreeable and hurting?  I know some people will say that we're all sinners so at every meal we eat there’s at least one sinner at the table.  But let’s not take this kind of lame shortcut – because excuse-making never helped anybody grow up in their faith.  So seriously, when was the last time you took time to get to know somebody outside of your circle of friends, or who didn’t fit your lifestyle?  One year?  Two years?  More?  It seems to me that Jesus did this a lot, and so we should too.  Start right here.  Tear down the walls, love unconditionally, and reach out without judgment.

The religious people in Jesus’ day brought judgment to these “tax collectors and sinners.”  Jesus brought the possibility of relationship, or change, or healing, or acceptance, of a new beginning.  And I love what Jesus says here in v. 17, “It’s not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick; I didn’t come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Jesus’ words remind me of what I’ve shared with you before about what THE CHURCH NEEDS TO BE … and of what THE CHURCH MUST BE, if it’s going to adequately and consistently reflect the character of Jesus Christ and the priorities of the Kingdom of God.  You can read about this in more detail in an article I’ve written on our website at www.2ndstreet.org … but here’s a summary.

· THE CHURCH MUST EXIST AS A HOSPITAL …
· THE CHURCH MUST EXIST AS A WORSHIP GATHERING …
· THE CHURCH MUST EXIST AS A SCHOOL …
· THE CHURCH MUST EXIST AS A RETREAT CENTER …
· THE CHURCH MUST EXIST AS A SENDING STATION …
· THE CHURCH ISN’T CALLED TO EXIST AS A COUNTRY CLUB
OR A CHIT CHAT GUILD …
· THE CHURCH CANNOT EXIST AS A PERFORMANCE VENUE …

There’s an old saying that “There’s no perfect church and that if you find one, don’t go there, because you’ll ruin it!”  I like that.  But I also have great hope about the church … and I believe with all my heart that God uses imperfect people to perfectly build His church.  In ACTS 17:6 the Early Church is described as being “the people who were turning the world upside down” (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION).  Friends, this is the kind of faith-community I long to be part of.  And in these first two characteristics of Jesus Christ Mark shows us in MARK 2:13-17 I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

When you and I as the church, as the people who make up the church, aren’t inviting people to come into relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and when we’re not living out the unconditional love of God, then we’re failing, both as the church, and as Christians.

It’s as we learn to enter into these holy cycles of AUTHENTIC WORSHIP and AUTHENTIC MINISTRY, and it’s as we learn to surrender to and participate in the God-mandated disciplines of preaching and teaching (by being regularly involved in small groups and in Sunday gatherings), that we’ll begin to mature our faith in ways new and strong, and that new doors will begin to open up for us to become the kind of Christ-followers who would have enough evidence stacked up against them, that if we were arrested for being a Christian, a slam-dunk conviction could be made.

Oh friends, is it the desire of your heart that you be described with those words used to describe the Early Church – that you love God in a way that God is using you to “turn the world upside down”? (ACTS 17:6 … NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)  Which brings us to the third characteristic of Jesus Christ we see in MARK 2 … the picture of JESUS CHRIST AS THE PARADIGM-SHIFTER …

3. JESUS CHRIST THE PARADIGM-SHIFTER … Jesus and His disciples break some “perceived” religious rules.

In doing so, they stick as close to Jesus as is humanly possible.

MARK 2:18-28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they came and said to Him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”
19 And Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they?  So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
20 “But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. 
21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results.
22 “No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost and the skins as well; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”
23 And it happened that He was passing through the grainfields on the Sabbath, and His disciples began to make their way along while picking the heads of grain.
24 The Pharisees were saying to Him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”
25 And He said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he was in need and he and his companions became hungry;
26 how he entered the house of God in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the consecrated bread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except the priests, and he also gave it to those who were with him?”
27 Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.
28 "So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

A couple weeks ago I told you that in a future teaching I’d share in more detail from MARK about the relationship between prayer and fasting … and I’ll do that at another time, but for now let me tell you the following about prayer and fasting …

The Pharisees were a religious sect among the Jews, whose name meant “set apart”.  We know from LUKE 18:12 that the Pharisees were well-known for fasting twice a week, and it made sense for the disciples of John the Baptist to fast, because his ministry stressed repentance, and throughout God’s Word, fasting and repentance are often linked together.  Fasting is denying some normal physical part of our lives, so that we can get more in touch with the spiritual part of our lives.  Fasting from food isn’t the only way fasting is experienced in the Bible, or in 21st Century Christianity – we can also fast from media, from work, or from other commitments for a season of time in order to zero in on what God wants to speak into our lives.

Because spiritual cleansing leads to a deeper desire to know more of God, hopefully you can see how repentance can lead to fasting.  And because knowing more of God can lead to a greater desire for more spiritual purity and cleansing, hopefully you can see how fasting can lead to repentance.  So if fasting is a good thing, with good, Godly results, why didn’t Jesus and His disciples do the same as the Pharisees, these other “spiritual men” when it came to fasting?

Listen, the take away from this passage isn’t that God is anti-fasting; God is very pro-fasting.  But fasting has its time and its place in the Christian life.  The Pharisees and perhaps John the Baptist’s disciples as well were misusing good gifts like fasting, and thereby turning them into self-punishing rituals.  And the reason this happened is the same reason people who take one OxycontIn to take away their pain, think that it might be good to take four.  Note to self.

Noted Bible teacher David Guzik writes that in Germany, in the early 1600’s, there were as many as 161 days a year when pious Christians were expected to either fast or abstain from certain foods.  Ya, a little out of balance.  Rabbis who were contemporaries to Jesus were known to have declared that if the observance of any Jewish Law came in the way of having a good time during a wedding, you didn’t have to keep that portion of the Law.  You could just go and have a good time.  And so, in the face of this reality, Jesus’ message is bold and clear, as He was saying …

“I’m not like the Pharisees or like my cousin John the Baptist.  I’m the Messiah, the bridegroom to the people of God.  And wherever I am, it’s appropriate to have the joy we associate with weddings.”

I love the illustrative Jesus gives to us beginning in v. 21 … that no one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, or puts new wine into an old wineskin.  Jesus was saying that day, and He’s saying to you and to me this morning …

We can’t fit our new life with Him into our old forms of life, thinking, and religion.  It’s what we often call here at 2nd Street THE GREAT EXCHANGE.  We give God the old and He gives us the new.  Jesus traded fasting for feasting; sackcloth and ashes for a robe of righteousness; a spirit of heaviness for a garment of praise; mourning for joy; and law for grace.  Jesus came to introduce something new, not just to patch up or remodel something old.  This is what salvation is all about.

And the amazing thing, is that in doing this, Jesus didn’t destroy the old (the law), rather, He fulfilled it, just like an acorn is fulfilled when it grows up into an oak tree.  Because when that happens, there’s a sense in which the acorn is gone, but its purpose is fulfilled in greatness.  And this brings us to the fourth characteristic Mark teaches us here about Jesus Christ, that HE IS A GRACIOUS-HEALER.

4. JESUS CHRIST THE GRACIOUS-HEALER … Jesus brings healing to a man with a withered hand.
In what area/s of your life do you need to receive God’s healing?

MARK 3:1-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered.
2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.
3 He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!”
4 And He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?”  But they kept silent.
5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”  And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.

Notice where Jesus headed in v. 1?  Into the synagogue.  The synagogue is to a Jew, what a church building is to a Christian.  The synagogue is the place Jews gather for Sabbath worship each Saturday.  The Jewish Sabbath begins at sundown on Friday evening, but on Friday nights they usually just celebrate Sabbath in their homes … but they go to Synagogue on Saturday.  And because Jesus was a Rabbi, He had the right to go into the synagogue to teach.

One of the amazing things we see about Jesus in this passage, is not just that He’s a teacher in the synagogue, and a healer of the man with the withered hand, but that He could look straight into the condition of people’s hearts.  Does that scare you, or make you relieved?  Look back with me at v. 5, after looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart.  This is one of the most common results of people who are committed to RELIGION, but who aren’t really committed to pursuing a life-changing, life-giving, transforming, RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ.

RELIGION is always the enemy of TRUE SPIRITUALITY.  RELIGION is about rules and it nearly always comes to us as like an “ill-fitting jacket” and screams into our faces, “Put me on, or God will really be ticked off.”  And so out of fear, we try and put it on – but deep down we know that RELIGION never fits us right and that it’s not helping us build the kind of with-God life we’re longing for.

On the other hand, TRUE SPIRITUALITY is about RELATIONSHIP, and through TRUE SPIRITUALITY, Jesus Christ comes to us at our worst and reaches out to us … and in a spirit of surrender and humility, we come into this RELATIONSHIP of TRUE SPIRITUALITY with God, through Jesus Christ, and at this junction in the road, at this point of holy transformation that begins when we’re forgiven by God from all the sin in our lives that cuts us off from Him, our lives actually begin to work, and we begin to experience God’s healing presence, as God moves us away from the brokenness RELIGION always brings, and toward the healing discipleship God has wants to give to us.

And in the third and fourth characteristics of Jesus Christ Mark shows us in MARK 2:18-3:5 we find our THIRD FAITH LESSON this morning …
FAITH LESSON …

If you’ve been a follower of Jesus Christ for a long time, it’s possible that you’ve bought into some old ways of doing things, that you’re stuck in a rut, or that you’ve told yourself (and perhaps others) that you’re further down the road in your maturity with Jesus Christ than you actually are.

It’s time to come clean and begin again with honesty, surrender, passion, and determination.

And now in MARK 3:6-12 we come to the fifth characteristic Mark teaches us about Jesus Christ … that He is a COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY.

5. JESUS CHRIST THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY … The Pharisees and the Herodians plan to kill Jesus.

Are the choices you’re making each day, bringing the Gospel into conversation and life, or shutting it down and try to silence it?

MARK 3:6-12 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.
7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee followed; and also from Judea,
8 and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan, and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people heard of all that He was doing and came to Him.
9 And He told His disciples that a boat should stand ready for Him because of the crowd, so that they would not crowd Him;
10 for He had healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions pressed around Him in order to touch Him.
11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down before Him and shout, “You are the Son of God!”
12 And He earnestly warned them not to tell who He was.

Gang, what attracts others to Jesus Christ is people living out the characteristics of Jesus Christ in the day-to-day stuff of their lives.  When was the last time someone asked you about your faith, your words, your actions, or your priorities – and then you were able to use that conversation to point them to Jesus?  If nobody’s asked you about this, then it’s probably time to look at whether you’re just living like the world, or like the patterns of old, dead, religion, OR if you’re seeking to live like Jesus Christ, the counter-revolutionary, the Son of God, Who had boundaries but also unconditional love, who swam upstream when He needed to, even at great personal cost, and who was more aware of and living in response to the consequences of NOT LIVING A GOD-CENTERED life than of living one.  Which brings us to MARK 3:13-15 and our sixth and final characteristic Mark teaches us about Jesus Christ … that He is a ROLE-MODEL.
5. JESUS CHRIST THE ROLE-MODEL … Jesus invites the first people to follow Him, and taps them into the same authority He has, from God the Father.

We’re not in this faith-walk alone – God calls us into relationship with Him and with other followers of Jesus Christ. 

MARK 3:13-15 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 And He went up on the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him.
14 And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He could send them out to preach,
15 and to have authority to cast out the demons.

Jesus’ ministry is growing in popularity – the list of the cities mentioned in v. 8 tell us that people from all over the place are coming to be near Jesus.  But as we’ve seen earlier in our study of MARK, the crowds were coming for the miracles, and not the teaching.  And what was true then is true now.  So many churches are built on the ATTRACTIONAL MODEL, of entertainment, and of always trying to do the next bigger and better thing.  And those churches often attract huge crowds of people … but more often than not they’re SPECTATORS not PARTICIPANTS, and so when the show is over, or when they get a little restless, they hit the road.

This is why 2nd Street is committed to being a MISSIONAL MODEL, not an ATTRACTIONAL MODEL CHURCH – a community of Christ-followers who are committed to living out our MISSION while staying committed to keeping Jesus Christ at the absolute center of who we are and what we’re doing … not me, not some other staff member, not some tradition … but Jesus Christ, and the teaching of God’s Word, and a commitment to living into the cycle of AUTHENTIC MINISTRY and AUTHENTIC WORSHIP.  Because we can only give out what we’re taking in, and we can only truly minister out of a cup that we’re inviting and allowing God to fill.

And it’s out of living into this cycle of AUTHENTIC MINISTRY and AUTHENTIC WORSHIP that Jesus appoints the first twelve disciples.  And gang, I don’t believe there was anything else Jesus did in His three years of ministry that was more important than this.  Because this was the first group of folks who would carry on what Jesus started.  Without their obedience to the instructions Jesus gave them, to go into all the world and tell people about Him, about the good news of the Gospel, and then to disciple them and train people – saturating them into His teachings – none of this would have happened, had these first disciples not been appointed.

How awesome that we’re not alone in this assignment God has given to us.  But we have one another, and even more importantly, we have Jesus Christ as our Advocate, the Holy Spirit as our Empowerer, God the Father as our Director, and God’s Word as our standard.  And I see our FOURTH FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

A disciple is a student, but not in a classroom or in a lecture sense of the word.  Disciples learn by being with, and hearing from their master.  A disciple is an apprentice who learns from their master first-hand and then follows their master’s example.  Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ?

1. JESUS CHRIST IS A RELATIONSHIP-BUILDER
2. JESUS CHRIST IS AN UNCONDITIONAL-LOVER
3. JESUS CHRIST IS A PARDIGM-SHIFTER
4. JESUS CHRIST IS A GRACIOUS-HEALER 
5. JESUS CHRIST IS A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
6. JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ROLE-MODEL 

NEXT SUNDAY … GREGG LAMM WILL BE TEACHING THROUGH MARK 3:16-35 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING! 
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I want you to know that I’m not asking it again because I 

can’t remember whether or not I’ve asked it before, but rather, because the best 

questions bear repeating, 

especially 

ones

 

we’re afraid of answering honestly.

 

 

If 

Christianity was illegal and 

you were arrested for being a follower 

of Jesus Christ, would there be enough evidence to convict you?

 

 

As 

people 

seeking to 

become 

more 

like

 

Jesus Christ

, God call

s 

us 

to

 

live 

lives that 

are defined by the twin

-

priorities and the twin

-

practices of 

AUTHENTIC WORSHIP

 

and 

AUTHENTIC MINISTRY

.  Again, you’ve heard me talk about this truth before, 

but because we’re human and because we 

best 

learn 

the things we ponder on 

and 

